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TARGETED KILLINGS IN AFGHANISTAN: CAUSES AND
CONSEQUENCES

S S

Insecurity and violence are not new phenomena for the Afghan people. The
country is burning in flames of war and violence since four decades. Its people
have suffered and lived with them since years. The recent happenings are some
diverse and sporadic forms of violence which are carried out for specific purposes.
Terrorist groups and networks are focusing on choosing and assassinating specific
individuals of the society. Religious scholars, journalists, social activists,
prominent figures and all those who are not only easy targets as they are lacking

security measures, but their deaths can terrorize their kind.

Seemingly, the main purpose of targeted killings is bringing horror to the minds
of people, augmenting insecurity and sabotaging the peace process. Doers of such
actions are rarely recognized, even if a lead is found, neither transparent
investigation is undertaken, nor the families of victims are updated the progress
of investigation. Sadly, preventive measures of security bodies against targeted

killings are poor. The recent attacks in the capital do not only indicate a great



security challenge, but are also show major threat for the success of peace

process.

The Human Resources which Fell Victim to Target Killings

Waheed Mozhda, a political analyst and an active member of media who, besides
being a strong critic of the government, was also against the presence of American
soldiers in Afghanistan, always strived for peace and stability of Afghanistan. He

was shot by two anonymous gunmen near his home on 20" November, 2020.

Doctor Tetsu Nakamura, also known as Kaka Murad, A 73 years old Japanese who
dedicated a big part of his life and career for the betterment of Afghan lives, was
brutally killed alongside his five Afghan colleagues in Jalalabad city of Nangarhar

province, on 6th December, 2019.

Dr. Mohammad Ayaz Niyazai, was a famous university lecturer and the chaplain
of Wazir Mohammad Akbar Khan mosque. He frequently used to condemn the
attacks of ISIS and foreign soldiers on civilians, and always strived promote unity
among the people because he believed that the conflict of Afghanistan is rooted
to disputes and disunity among the Afghan people. He was targeted and martyred
in a bomb attack inside his mosque on 2" June, 2020. Some of the Afghan officials
described him as irreplaceable and the Taliban also condemned the bombing via

a proclamation.

On 12 June, 2020, Azizullah Muflih, chaplain and member of the Islamic council
of scholars of Afghanistan was martyred alongside three other people in a
bombing attack at Shershah Suri Mosque in the western Kabul. In addition to his
main degree in Islamic Shariah, Mr. Muflih was well versed in Sufism and

theosophy, as according to a report of the Ministry of Hajj and Religious Affairs.



His moderate views of the country’s conflict and promotion of peace among

Afghans augmented his eminence among his followers.

Dr. Abdulbagqi, a famous advocate of peace talks with the Taliban and chairman of
the scientific council of the ministry of education was killed via a magnetic bomb
explosion at the Company area of Kabul city on 19" August, 2020. He was a strong
supporter of peace and had performed his duty as a lecturer at various

universities of Kabul, Islamabad, Libya, and Sudan.

Yama Siyawash, Rafi Sediqi, Alyas Daee, Malala Maiwand, Rahmatullah Nikzad,
Yosuf Rasheed and Freshta Kohistani are the civil and media activists who were
the victims of targeted killings happened in last few months. Moreover, target
killings also include killing of military and police staff, attorney generals, and

retired and active government staff.

The surge of chained explosions, target killings and increase in insecurity in Kabul
and other provinces has made the citizens unprecedentedly concerned. On 26"
December, 2020, Kabul residents witnessed at least four explosions in different

areas.

The cases above show the failure of intelligence and security entities of the
country. Most of the victims of the target killings of the religious scholars are
those who were against war and promoted peace. Zalmai Khalilzad, the US envoy
for Afghanistan peace had recently declared that the people behind these

targeted killings are those who want to interrupt and disrupt the peace process.

Target Killings; Causes and Effects

Almost every day, an unknown group of people are killing well-known figures

though magnetic bomb attacks or shootings, resulting least cost and most social



and propaganda fuss. These attacks also cost civilians their lives and properties.
Seemingly, an unknown group of people are trying to sabotage the peace talks by

creating chaos and making the people pessimistic about the future of peace talks.

The targeted killings of social elites, academic figures, social and political activists
not only bring sorrow to the people, but has the indication of committing big
crime against a nation. As the famous saying of biologists goes: Everything can be
compensated but the luck of a human being that lives in harmony with humankind

and tries to help them.

We lose our beloved political elites, academicians, militaries and social activists in
different ways. Yet, the failed government does not take serious actions. People
who are the main victim of situation, are tired of the situation and with each
passing day, their hope for the future and trust on government fades away. Based
on the religious commands as well as the constitution, it is the duty of the
government to protect its people and their honor, especially the scholars, and
academic figures who are the human capital of the nation. Instead of being
reckless, the government should seriously strive to find the people behind the

terrorist attacks and other crimes and put them to trial.

Priority of the Afghan people is the end of security problems and a just, quick and
durable peace. The government of Afghanistan and Taliban should pave the road
for peace as soon as possible, so the young generation, scholars, political elites,

social and media activists, and the civilians no longer fall victims of the war.



27" of December; LESSONS FROM THE SOVIET-AFGHAN
WAR

We reach the 41st anniversary of Russian invasion of Afghanistan in a situation

where the country’s wounded body still bleeds.

Even though the Soviet Union has collapsed since many years due to the holly
Jihad of the Afghan people, but the people of Afghanistan are still victims of its
venomous blade of invasion in different ways. Dozens of Afghans are being killed
and wounded every day. poverty still unprecedentedly threatens the lives of
people. Corruption is peaking. There is no place where people can feel themselves

safe, while absence of good governance is apparent everywhere.

Maybe there are questions with the younger generation regarding the
relationship between the Soviet Union invasion of Afghanistan and the current
unbearable endurances of the Afghan people, after all there is a four-decade gap

between then and now.



The answer is very simple and it is that the Soviet Union invasion of Afghanistan
paved the road for all the chaos which made the country like a sheep surrounded
by wolves. If the Soviet Union, with the assistance from communists did not
invade Afghanistan, without a doubt the communist regime would have fallen
into the hands of the Afghan people and they would have been able to establish

a national Islamic state.

Here, we will shed light on the horrible crimes and brutal killings of the Afghan

people by the Soviet Union soldiers and how they entered and exited.

On 27th December 1979, the 40th army of Soviet Union soldiers who were placed
in the northern borders of Afghanistan and tasked beforehand, invaded the

country by land and air.

General Tokharinova as the commander in chief, General Watkapova as the
political chief, and General Loyanova and General Karkain were tasked as army

chief and chief of intelligence respectively.

The 40th army was made of a hundred small groups and had four equipped units
such as the artillerymen TUNIT rocket unit, engineering and communication unit,
and logistic unit. The army had 80000 soldiers in 1979 which increased later and
reached 115000 soldiers who were placed in the most strategic places such as the

airports of Kabul, Bagram and Sheendand.

There are plenty of evidence that the puppet regimes of Noor Mohammad Taraki
and Hafizullah Amin (The first and second president of Afghanistan during the
communist regime) had invited the Soviet Union to invade Afghanistan, especially

after the resistance of Herat people on March 15th 1979.

the main elements of the Soviet Union invasion of Afghanistan were elimination



of Hafizullah Amin, who was reportedly seen interested in the opposition of the
Soviet Union at the time, fear of establishment of an Islamic state in Afghanistan,

its advancement forward-looking ideologies.

The 40th army fought against the Afghan people for nine years which resulted in
two million martyrs, hundreds of thousands of widows and orphans, six million
emigrants, and half a million disabilities. Besides, it destroyed the political, social,
economic and military infrastructure and deprivation of an entire generation from

education. All of these paved road for foreign interference in Afghanistan.

Around 620,000 Soviet Union soldiers took their turn in fight against the Afghan
people. After 9 years of resistance by the Afghan people, the Soviet Union soldiers
finally left Afghanistan with a disgraceful defeat on 15th February 1989. Based on
the Soviet Union data, the invasion of Afghanistan coasted them 14,751 deaths,
47,000 wounded, and almost 50 billion US dollars which is not a small amount if

we calculate its value according to currency of that time.

Above all, the Soviet Union did pay the price for invading Afghanistan as within a
decade after the invasion, the USSR was collapsed and got eliminated from the

world geography.

Examples the USSR’s Massacres in Afghanistan:

Even though the Soviet Union invasion of Afghanistan resulted the loss of two
million Afghan lives but we are mentioning some of the brutal killings so the

younger generation know what had happened.

On 25th January 1980, 750 residents of Gharshaq village located in the
Chahardara district of Kunduz province were massacred by the Soviet Union

soldiers.



On 10th February 1980, 250 people were killed by the Soviet Union soldiers in

Dasht Archi district of Kunduz province.

On August 12th 1980, when performing the Eid prayer, 1200 residents of Maidan

Wardag province were bombarded by the Soviet Union army.

On 9th January 1981, in an airstrike as well as on ground operation, 200 residents
of the Khanabad district of Kunduz province were brutally killed which included

children, women, and elders.

On 23d June 1981, the Soviet Union army alongside their puppet regime killed

hundreds of people in an airstrike in Kandahar.

On July 27th 1982, the Soviet Union soldiers destroyed six villages in Logar

province and killed 200 civilians.

On 29th July 1982, 120 youmgsters were brutally shot after they were sieged by

the Soviet Union army in Dahana Ghori district of Baghlan province.

On 25th April 1983, due to the combined on the ground and airstrike operation
of the Soviet Union army and their internal supporters, thousands of men,

women, and children were killed in Herat province.

On December 9th 1983, 250 resident of Ghazni Province were killed in a refinery

operation of Soviet Union army.

On 18th March 1984, a unit of Soviet Union commando forces attacked the
Chaparhar district of Nangarhar province. They forcefully took the youngsters
with them and made them join the army. In an attempt to escape, 75 of them

were killed by the Soviet Union army.



On 19th September, 1984, the USSR aircrafts and their local allies bombarded

Baghlan province and killed 150 innocent people.

On 21st January, 1985, the Soviet Union army undertoke military operations
which ended with killing 542 unarmed people of Chardara district of Kunduz

province

On 24th April, 1985, due to airstrikes of the USSR, thousands of people were killed

in Qargha district of Laghman province.

On 15th July, 1985, an offense of the USSR army on Panjshir valley resulted in

heavy financial losses and casualties to the people.

On 13th June, 1987, airstrikes of the USSR and Najib’s army killed around 100

people in Arghandab district of Kandahar province.

On 11th December, 1987, airstrikes of the Soviet Union army killed 200 men,
women and children in Nooristan province (Back then, it was a part of Kunar

province).

On 24th January, 1989, around 1200 people were massacred by the USSR army in

Southern Salang area.

The Afghan nation fought with the super power of the world with empty hands,
which staggered the entire world. They went to war with the USSR for 9 years and
caused them defeat. The new generation should appreciate the courage and

bravery shown by their fathers.

These were some examples of the USSR massacre and war crimes in Afghanistan.
but what should the Afghan nation learn from their history of war and

destruction?



Lessons from the Soviet-Afghan War

Sadly, after the defeat of USSR and its puppets, the Mujahiddin were unable to
establish an all-inclusive government in 1992. Flames of civil war expanded to all
parts of the country. During the civil war in 1990s, neither the people of
Afghanistan got a chance to hold the USSR accountable for their doings, nor the
international community had any interest to indict the offenders. The allies of
Mujahiddin, including European countries, the US and the neighboring countries
changed their intentions in order to profit from the new circumstances in

Afghanistan.

After the three decades of war and the USSR pullout, Afghanistan is still deprived
from freedom and independence. Apparently, the US has decided to withdraw
their forces from Afghanistan, according to peace agreement between the US and
the Taliban. However, the true policy is still indefinite. There are some elements
that are against the peace process and are striving to sabotage. The security

condition of the country is therefore worsening day by day,

The Afghan government and the Taliban are therefore obliged not to repeat the
failed experience of reconciliation of the Mujahiddin and should reach an
agreement by streamlining to peace negotiation process. The long lists of
demands from each side only indicate failure and continuity of civil war. The

following are issues that should be considered by both sides:

1. Both sides should agree on a framework of an interim structure of
government which has the support of the international community and is

consistent of all sides, including the Taliban.



2. Reformation of the constitution should take place during the interim

government, and all its related matters should be discussed at that time.

3. Violence should be reduced and a comprehensive ceasefire should occur

after agreement over the framework of a new interim government.

4. Agreement over elections as a part of the constitution in order to establish

a new government after the interim government

The people of Afghanistan, and political and social groups consensually request
the negotiating team to apprehend the sensitive stage of peace process and
should reach an agreement without wasting any time, so that any further

destruction and civil war can be avoided.

Center for Strategic and Regional Studies is a nonprofit, nongovernmental and
independent organization founded in year 2009 in Kabul. The center evaluates and
develops policies of Afghanistan and the region through impartial and accurate
researches and constructive ideas. CSRS aims to link policies with new researches in the

country and facilitate study-based policy making.

www.csrskabul.com



http://www.csrskabul.com/

