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Demonstrations in Pakistan; causes and consequences 

 

Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F) party Starting their rallies in the southern city of 

Karachi on October 27, anti-governmen(against the ruling party; PTI) protesters 

marched through various major cities of the country, finally reaching their 

destination, Islamabad, on October 3, People from other places like Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan also reached Islamabad for the rally. Who claims that 

Prime Minister Imran Khan came to power last year through rigged elections."Prime 

Minister Imran Khan will have to resign, what are the reasons for these protests and 

resignations and what are the other demands of the protesters. What challenges and 

consequences do they have for the current government and for Pakistan as a whole?, 

In this analysis a comprehensive analysis was performed. 
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Current Protests in Pakistan 

The Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F) party, led by Maulana Fazl-ur-Rahman, has long 

planned to hold widespread protests against the current ruling party, which 

eventually led to a massive wave of protests in the capital (Islamabad). Arrived 

October 31
st
, however, a large number of protesters have formed Jamiat Ulema-e-

Islam Fazl-ur-Rehman faction and Awami National Party led by Asfandyar Wali 

Khan. But other opposition parties such as the PML-N, Nawaz Sharif, Pakistan 

People‟s Party and Pashtun Awami Party leaders and supporters also participated in 

the protest. The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government had said before the protest began 

that the protesters would not leave to go to Islamabad to protest, but the provincial 

government withdrew its decision, and the protesters arrived in the capital without 

interruption. On the other hand, Minister of the Interior, Ijaz Shah, before the start of 

the demonstration, said that the protesters will not stop, and will do whatever they 

can to facilitate the protest. 

Brief introduction of the JUI (F) 

In 1919, a party called Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind was formed against the British colonial 

and with the support of the Indian National Congress, and the formation of a 

particular country (Pakistan) for the Muslims in the subcontinent from this party. 

Jamiat Ulema emerges as a new party in the name of Islam, Under Mahmood during 

the 1960s the party "developed a strong presence" and base of support among the 

"intensely conservative countryside" of Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP). 

[4] Mahmood led the JUI against Ayub Khan's modernization policies. In 1980, after 

Mufti Mahmood, his son Maulana Fazlur Rehman took over the leadership of Jamiat 

Ulema-e-Islam (F), which is still leading the party. The Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (F) 
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party has a Deobandi thinking and has many supporters in Khair-e-Pak and 

Balochistan. He has participated in coalition and joint governments with the Jamiat-

e-Islami, Awami National Party and Pakistan People‟s Party since 1980, and is said 

to have had close ties to the Afghan Taliban and has been expressing his support at 

all times and now he is. Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf Party has launched widespread 

protests. 

Current and past protests; what is the different? 

The current ruling party's 2014 mass protests against the Pakistan Muslim League 

Party, which lasted about 126 days, in which the then ruling party chief and prime 

minister (Nawaz Sharif) were removed. The attack on Pakistan's national television 

took place and caused huge damage to the country's economy, But the ongoing 

protest led by Maulana Fazlur Rehman, whose attendance level has more than 

doubled since the 2014 protests, has attracted the attention of many people in 

discipline so far, for example the protestors on the ways and roads. Cleans it up 

during the demonstration, although there are no female participants in the protest, 

the protestors‟ attitude towards the media workers have also attracted the attention of 

media and social media activists. But one thing that seems to be weaker here than 

the 2014 protesters is the reasons for the protest, the first participants were unaware 

of why they came to the protest, and appealed against their leaders' comments. Or 

participated in Islam's call for Islam, and later saw that it was forced to quit talking 

to the media. But almost every participant in the PTI's 2014 protest knew very well 

why he participated in the protest and attributed the cause of corruption, economic 

turmoil and other necessary problems by the authorities. 
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The reasons for the protests 

For the first time in the elections on June 25, 2018, the PTI has garnered a large 

number of votes at the country level, and has influenced influential parties such as 

Pakistan Muslim League (N) and Pakistan People's Party (PPP) in Pakistan's history. 

You have defeated me greatly; among them was the Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F) 

party, which has no seats in the current parliament and only four seats in the Senate, 

accusing it of some of the institutions that might mean military and intelligence 

agencies. The present ruling party was in the throes of victory, it also broke the 

silence of the military and asked Maulana to clarify about the institutions, but 

Maulana responded briefly and diplomatically with the military, not including the 

military. Apart from this, the economic turmoil of Pakistan, unemployment, the 

arrest of former political officials on account of accountability and the Kashmir case 

are the problems that led to the withdrawal of protests for this party. But Imran 

Khan, the ruling party leader, again alleges that Maulana is working towards the 

foreigners, especially India, and considers economic turmoil a legacy of the former 

government and hopes that it will work to strengthen the country's economy. 

Meanwhile, Imran Khan has set up a committee headed by Defense Minister Pervez 

Khattak to hold talks with the protesters, which had its first successful meeting with 

opposition party committee chief Akram Khan Durrani last Monday, for Sikhs 

(minorities). Apart from opening Karthpur, under the Emotion Undergraduate 

Project, in the next four years, 200000 scholarships have been announced for the 

poor and this will probably be what the protesting party claims will help the ruling 

party. But the protesting party again demands that Prime Minister Imran Khan resign 

and new elections should be held in such a way that there is no military presence at 

the polling booths or else he will continue his protest and in the future. Will close all 
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major highways in the country. But it is seen that the support of other opposition 

parties of the government with the protesting party seems to be related to their party 

interests, the participation of their supporters in the protest seems to be less. 

Although this may prove to be a good point for the protesting party to succeed in, it 

currently has little incentive for opposition groups to propagate to the current 

government against the protesters and propagate them further. Pushing and 

weakening can lead. Two reasons for the poor participation of opposition parties in 

the current protests are two reasons, one is that they have a certain position in the 

provincial assemblies and parliament, and they do not want the government to 

propagate against them when violence arises. And thus the existing civilian 

influence has also been lost and the other, the leaders of these parties has been 

imprisoned by the present government for accountability, wanting to impose 

pressure on the present government to impose pressure on their leaders (Nawaz 

Sharif, Maryam Nawaz). , Asif Zardari and others ...) have been released from 

prisons so far for their PML-N supporters, Nawaz Sharif and Maryam Nawaz Sharif. 

The reef received the green light on the bail release. And on the other hand, there 

was also a protest from Maulana Fazlur Rahman, hoping that the support of the 

opposition parties (Pakistan Muslim League and Pakistan People's Party) would be 

mobilized because their leaders were in jail and out of jail. Other parties, such as the 

Awami National Party and the Pashtun National Party, want to increase their 

influence at the provincial level by imposing pressure on the current government. 

Challenges for protesters and ruling government 

Supporting the military with the current ruling party, launching new economic 

projects, a protest by Maulana Fazlur Rahman against military agencies alleging 

widespread fraud in the last election with the help of the administration (military). 
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Low participation of other opposition parties and initiating violence may have 

positive aspects for the current government that could better stave off the protesters 

and thus further their military support. But on the other hand, unemployment at the 

country, rising prices of basic goods and taxes, ex-government officials like former 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, former president Asif Ali Zardari, former prime 

minister Shahid Khqan Abbasi, Maryam Nawaz and a number of other opponents. 

Keeping in prisons, imposing certain restrictions on media such as the drivers of one 

media program cannot participate as guest on another media or television, using 

inappropriate words against Maulana Fazlur Rahman is a challenge that may be 

present. The government is causing notoriety and extinction. 

The Future 

Protests against the ruling government are not new in Pakistan, and the series seems 

to be going against almost every government since the formation of Pakistan. But 

the current protests are led by someone who, on the one hand, has a special status 

and experience in the history of Pakistan, and on the other hand, relations with the 

Pakistani military and intelligence have always been good. The protest also damaged 

the country's economy, disrupting the economic activities of the common people in 

Islamabad. If the protests continue and the government will stop expanding, it is not 

far away that the protests will turn to violence, and the current government may be 

overlooked. But if the current government seeks timely response to the protesters 

'demands, the protests may end, but the first protesters' resignation of the prime 

minister and this seems unlikely, since the opposition parties have 156 seats in 

parliament and if they want to. To get a confidence vote from the Prime Minister, 

they need 172 votes 
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Source: Website of Geo News 

The only way that the current government may be overthrown and the prime 

minister resigning is to expand the series of protests that have yielded positive 

results so far in Pakistan, but this again requires military support, as military leaders. 

He also held a meeting after Maulana's remarks on his administration and 

emphasized on the strength of the institutions, which could again be seen as a clear 

sign of support from the current government.  
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War crimes by the vanguards of human rights 

 

Since 18 years, the Afghan war has targeted civilians by parties involved in the war 

resulting in the death and injury of tens of thousands of Afghans. Air strikes and 

joint operations of Afghan and foreign forces have always caused a large portion of 

civilian casualties, In its latest report, Human Rights Watch observes that victims 

and witnesses in various provinces of Afghanistan say that the Afghan National 

Security Forces under the auspices of the US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 

have committed serious violations, including killing civilians during night 

operations. Increasing air and night strikes by Afghan and foreign forces is part of 

Donald Trump's strategy for Afghanistan, but without the increase in civilian 

casualties and escalation of war, it has had no further effect. A review of Human 

Rights Watch's report, its response to its recent report, and what will be the 

consequences for the government and the international community's silence on the 

killing of civilians? These are some of the topics discussed in this analysis.  
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Paramilitary groups and their activities  

Since 2001, the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) in Afghanistan has been 

recruiting, equipping, pursuing al-Qaeda and Taliban militants and, after 2014, 

Islamic State (IS) militants. Has been trained and dispatched, Although the forces 

are apparently named after the Afghan National Security Service, they operate 

outside the usual framework of the Afghan National Security Forces Command and 

under the command of operations under the auspices of the Central Intelligence 

Agency (CIA). These forces rely on US military logistics and air support. US 

helicopters transport these forces during operations and even outside of joint 

operations. The so-called 01-piece forces operate in the central areas of Kabul, 

Parwan, Wardak, Logar and neighboring provinces. "02" operates in eastern areas of 

Nangarhar, Laghman, and neighboring provinces, also known as "Kandahar 

Offensive" 03, the oldest of these forces after the 2001 hunt for al-Qaeda in 

Kandahar. , Helmand, Zabul, Farah and Uruzgan. Unit 04 also operates in Nuristan, 

Kunar and neighboring provinces and operates the 'Khost Security Force' created 

before the eleventh September by the US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). Night 

operations by these forces aimed at killing or arresting insurgents generally take 

place in Taliban-controlled rural areas or in war zones. These forces break down the 

walls and living quarters, search homes and interrogate residents. Some men are 

arrested without their families knowing where they are kept, while others are killed 

without question or answer. Many human rights watchdogs have been attacked in 

civilian operations overnight for misidentification, invalid information and local 

political rivalries. A local man in Wardak province told Human Rights Watch that 

they "blew up at home" during a night raid, killing one of my children and taking my 

other child with them, accusing us of 'feeding the Taliban' ? „But the Taliban came 

and demanded food, if we did not persecute them. " 

Recent Report of the Human Rights Watch 

The report is based on interviews with 39 local residents and other witnesses to night 

raids in Ghazni, Helmand, Kabul, Kandahar, Nangarhar, Paktia, Uruzgan, Wardak, 

and Zabul provinces, as well as with Afghan human rights groups that have 

documented these raids. In full, it is titled: "They've shot many like this: Abusive 

night raids by CIA-backed Afghan strike forces".  The report documents 14 
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individual cases between late 2017 and mid-2019 in which CIA-backed Afghan 

strike forces allegedly committed abuses. Forces conducted night raids, in which 

they dragged people out of their homes without prior warning. Among the 

allegations are claims they targeted medical staff that treated militants in contested 

or Taliban-controlled areas, and summarily executed or "forcibly disappeared" 

people in custody. Moreover, the troops "seem to have unlawfully targeted civilians 

because of mistaken identity, poor intelligence, or political rivalries in the locality". 

Civilian casualties from these raids have dramatically increased in the past two 

years, the report says."They are illustrative of a larger pattern of serious laws-of-war 

violations - some amounting to war crimes - that extends to all provinces in 

Afghanistan where these paramilitary forces operate with impunity," it adds. 

According to the report, the CIA has run counter-terrorism operations separate from 

the US military since 2001. It continues to recruit, arm, train and deploy paramilitary 

groups to tackle militants across the country, which one diplomat in the report 

referred to as "death squads". Since 2017, the US authorised these groups to call in 

air strikes even without US forces present, which HRW says has led to more strikes 

on residential buildings. HRW has called on the Afghan government to immediately 

disband all pro-government armed groups and strike forces, fully investigate the 

allegations, end attacks on medical facilities and provide compensation to civilian 

victims. According to witnesses, the victims of the attack had no opportunity to 

defend or resist. The militant is said to have killed a tribe's grandmother with a bullet 

to his eye and a twenty-year-old granddaughter with a bullet to his mouth. 

According to the report, specific units of the Afghan National Security 

Administration, 01, 02, 03 and 04, Khost Guard and Kandahar Security Forces are 

apparently operating under the Afghan National Security Directorate, but to a large 

extent, according to Human Rights Watch. They are recruited, trained, equipped and 

managed by the CIA. 

Reactions & Responses 

In a statement, the CIA rejected the HRW report, suggesting many of the allegations 

were "likely false or exaggerated". "We neither condone nor would knowingly 

participate in illegal activities, and we continually work with our foreign partners to 

promote adherence to the law," the CIA said. Separately, Afghanistan's Office of the 

National Security Council said the HRW report "reflected some realities", but 
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stressed there was "some information that requires clarification". "We are 

undertaking further reform initiatives to enable us to deal with these issues," the 

office said. Former Afghan President Hamid Karzai, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, the 

leader of the Islamic Party, some members of the National Assembly and the general 

public have come out with the report, calling it a human crime. And demand 

prosecution of those who have committed war crimes. 

Conclusion 

The homes of civilians have been targeted and their innocent women and children 

been killed in the 18-year War on Terror “mistakenly” and/or “unintentionally” and 

the perpetrators have always been forgotten without being punished or trialed. In a 

report released Thursday, the human rights defender called on the Afghan 

government to immediately dismantle pro-government militia units operating 

beyond the "ordinary military hierarchy." Independent investigations into existing 

allegations, prosecution of perpetrators, investigations into serious allegations of 

human rights violations and war laws, and prosecution of those who have committed 

war crimes are other demands of the Afghan government's human rights watchdog.     

Continuation and repetition of such strikes will increase distance between people 

and the government on the one hand; and on the other hand, the action will enflame 

the harsh reaction and hate of people against the perpetrators of these incidents and 

will instigate continuation of war in the country. As the killing of women and 

children and, overall, targeting the innocent civilians is an action against human and 

Islamic principles; therefore, the Afghan government and international community 

are obligated to take immediate measures against preventing such blind strikes of 

Afghan and foreign forces. The Afghan government should follow the recent 

relentless incidents instead of remaining silent or denying the facts. Besides that, it 

should also be deeply evaluated how such unyielding attacks could be prevented. 

Otherwise, treating the latest incidents without seriousness will be counterproductive 

and help in empowering the ranks of the armed opposition. In brief, the Afghan 

government is requested to focus on honest peace talks and on how to put an end to 

the ongoing bloody war, as well as how to prevent countless civilian casualties that 

occur daily. 
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