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Preface

Several days ago, reports from Ghazni suggested that unknown helicopters have
landed in Waez district under the Taliban control. Before this, local officials in
Jawzjan had said that in ISIL-controlled Qushtapa and Darzab districts of this
province, an aircraft had dropped some boxes. Days before this incident, officials
in Sar-e-Pul province had stated that unknown helicopters have landed in Taliban-
controlled Sayad district during the night. Moreover, there are reports from
Badakhshan province that Russian jet fighters have violated Afghan airspace and
have flown over Afghan territory.

In 2009, the former president Hamid Karzai had also talked about helicopters
carrying armed individuals to the Northern Afghanistan. Overall, despite tens of
billions of dollars international community’s aids to the Afghan government, the
Afghan government still did not grow the capacity to control its air traffic and still
the country’s airspace is controlled by foreigners. In this regard, you would read in
the first part of the Weekly Analysis of the Center for Strategic and Regional
Studies (CSRS).

In the second part of the Analysis, you would read about the challenges emerged
because of simultaneous management of both the Afghan government and the
Taliban over schools. Although in the past one and half decades, Afghanistan had
landmark achievements in areas of education, this sector is still encountered with
serious challenges. Recently in areas under Taliban controlled, problems have
emerged which have put schools at risk of closing in these regions. The situations
of education under Taliban-controlled areas along with other issues are analyzed
in the second part of the analysis.
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The Afghan airspace and the existing challenges

Several days ago, violating the Afghan airspace, Russian airplanes entered
Badakhshan province in Northern Afghanistan. Moreover, some media outlets
have released reports which suggested that in some of the Northern provinces,
unknown helicopters had landed and distributed arms to unknown armed groups.
Despite billions of dollars of international community’s aid, Afghanistan is still
encountering serious challenges in areas of controlling its airspace.

While bloody explosions could be carried out within the Afghan green zone,
controlling the airspace is a major challenge for the Afghan government. In the
most recent blast in the diplomatic area of Kabul city last week more than 80
civilians were killed, and around 350 others were injured.

Whose responsibility is to control the Afghan airspace? How is the Afghan
airspace being controlled? Is our airspace safe? In this regard, what are the main
challenges? These issues are discussed here.
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Airspace control in Afghanistan

The Afghan airspace management is carried out into two parts; first, the Afghan
civil aviation and second, the Afghan military aviation- the three-decades-long
war in the country has exhausted both.

After 2001, as same as other sectors, the US and NATO forces took control of the
Afghan airspace as well and then by signing a contract, they handed over the
Afghan air traffic control to an international company’. Besides that, the military
aviation management was also in their hands.

The Afghan parliament passed the “Afghan national aviation law” on 18
September 2012 which was approved by the former Afghan President Hamid
Karzai on 29 October 2012. Based on this law, the Afghan Civil Aviation Authority
(ACAA) was established. The safety of the Afghan airspaces is officially the
responsibility of the Afghan Ministry of Defense.

According to ACAA, besides the prevention of the violation of its airspace, 400
planes cross the Afghan airspace on a daily basis, and Afghanistan adds $500 for
each flight to its Avenue which becomes a total of S50m every year which
indicated the importance of airspace control.’

The Afghan Civil and Military Aviation

ACAA was established at a time that based on the policies of the US and the
Afghan government, after 2009, the responsibility of the affairs must have been
gradually handed over to Afghans. Based on this policy, the Afghan Aviation
control must have also been transited to Afghans by the end of 2014. However,
according to the reports of the Special Inspector General for Afghanistan’s
Reconstruction (SIGAR) and the Independent Joint Anti-Corruption Monitoring
and Evaluation Committee (IJACMEC), between 2002 and 2014, the US

' Read the joint report of fight against corruption and monitoring and evaluation committee in the following link:
http://www.mec.af/files/2016_06_14_ACAA_Paper_{Pashto).pdf
* read more in this report:

http://www.ufugnews.com/archives/12434

——
I
—t



Weekly Analysis/209 www.csrskabul.com

foundations have spent approximately a total of $562.2m in activities relevant to
Afghan civil aviation®; yet the US has failed to train the Afghan civil aviation staff
particularly the air traffic controllers, as promised, by the end of 2014*. Even
more interesting is the ACAA’s acceptance of SIGAR’s report in this regard’.

On the other hand, the control of the Afghan Military Aviation is at the hand of
the Americans as an Afghan Parliament Member said last week that the Afghan
airspace control is at the hands of the Americans®. In the meanwhile, the Afghan
deputy Chief of Army Staff in airspace affairs had said last year that, in this regard,
no practical measures were undertaken. The Afghan government only controls
the landing and flying of the planes’.

Is our airspace safe?

Although, in 1392 [solar year], the Afghan government had said that it would take
over the full control of the Afghan airspace within two years®, however the
Afghan government is yet to succeed in this. The Afghan National Unity
Government (NUG) also discussed controlling airspace in the National Security
Council and, in this regard, the formation of a Commission was also requested”.

* Read the SIGAR and IJACMEC's report here:
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/audits/SIGAR-15-58-AR. pdf
http://www.mec.af/files/2016_06_14_ACAA_Paper_{Pashto).pdf
* Read Radio Azadi’s this report in Pashto for further information:
https://pa.azadiradio.com/a/27019515. html
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According to the Afghan Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation, in 1394 [Solar
Year] 70 experts were needed to control the Afghan airspace while Afghanistan
had only 7*°, and the Afghan government does not have such cadres and technical
capacity to monitor its airspace without the assistance of a foreign company.
According to the Afghan Minister, in order to take full control of the Afghan
airspace, without the help of an international company, Afghanistan needs three
to five years’ time.

Although in 1394, the control of the Afghan airspace was officially submitted to
ACAA, but they were not able to take control without the assistance of the
foreigners''. Therefore, since the past several years, Afghanistan has encountered
many challenged in areas of managing its air traffic. These challenges are;
technical issues, lack of equipment, lack of coordination with other organs and
corruption®?.

Aside from human resources, some technical challenges and lack of tools have
resulted in the failure in securing the safety of the Afghan airspace. From a
military point of view, the fundamental step to ensure the safety of the Afghan
airspace is identifying different unknown aircraft and then preventing their
transportation. In order to do that, the country needs advanced radar systems.
Therefore, the authorities in ACAA traveled to Germany last month to discuss the
activation of the radar system in the country.

The former chief of Afghan Air Forces General Abdul Wahab Wardak believes that
after 16 years, Afghanistan still does not have air defense system (However, he
says that, in this regard, a policy was made, but it is yet to be implemented)®™ .
The Afghan Deputy Chief of Army Staff General Murad Ali Murad also recognizes
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the problem and says that they are facing challenges in controlling the Afghan
airspace and, in this regard, most of their information comes from Resolute
Support Mission (NATO)" .

The second step toward controlling the airspace is detecting the unknown
aircraft, which mostly relies on the air forces and “ground-to-air” missiles-
Afghanistan is far behind in both. For the same reason, the Afghan President
Ashraf Ghani called on the new US President Donald Trump to strengthen the
Afghan air force.

Afghanistan has signed Bilateral Security Agreement with the US and while the US
has the most robust system of controlling airspace in the world and provides the
Afghan government with information in this regard. The question is why, in this
respect, the Afghan government is far behind? Why in this regard, has the US not
cooperated with the Afghan government? Does the US do not want the Afghan
government to take control of its airspace?

Since the past several years, reports have repeatedly been released about
anonymous aircraft supplying weapons to the armed oppositions of the Afghan
government. Unless the Afghans take control of their airspace, the war in
Afghanistan will endure.
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Afghan Education and the Contention between the Government
and the Taliban

Education is one of the most fundamental and vital part of human life and plays a

prime role in the development of the human society. In the past one and half
decade, the Afghan education has certainly had remarkable progress, however;
still, there exist many problems and challenges in its way, the most important of
which are: insecurity, low quality, corruption and other challenges.

Another challenging factor is the simultaneous reign of both the Taliban and the
Afghan government on schools and educational administrations in areas
controlled by the Taliban. Center for Strategic and Regional Studies (CSRS) have
information in hand that suggests that due to restrictions imposed on the system
of getting salaries through banking system on behalf of the Taliban, in some of the
insecure province of the country, teachers and other school staff have not
received their salaries in the past six months and thus a significant number of
schools are about to be closed.
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Here, you would read about the educational situation in Afghanistan in the post-
2001 years, during the National Unity Government (NUG), and in the regions
under the Taliban control and as well as the new challenges faced by the
education staff in a number of insecure provinces in the country.

Education in Afghanistan in the post-2001 years

After the collapse of the Taliban regime following the US attack on Afghanistan in
2001 and with the formation of the new government in Afghanistan, education
was one of the sectors which have had remarkable developments.

In 1380 [solar year, all the following dates are solar year], 3389 schools were open
in Afghanistan. However, this number increased to 6000 in the next year. In 1384,
1394 and 1395, there were respectively 8397, 15645 and 16049 schools in the
country’’. The number of students in Afghan schools in 1395 was 8868122 which
means four million students are added to the 4.9 million students in 1386.

In the past years, thousands of school buildings were constructed where
hundreds of thousands of students is receiving education. However, this trend
was affected by the increasing insecurity in the country. Besides insecurity,
widespread corruption is another factor that has lowered the school quality in the
country. In the past years, the quantity has been stressed upon in the Afghan
schools, while quality has been neglected, which in turn has been challenging.
Based on a survey, conducted by CSRS in the main cities of the country, 62.59% of
the interviewees had said that education had a bad quality in the past one and a
half decade®®.
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The NUG and the Afghan education

After the establishment of the NUG, in his first days in office, President Ghani said
that the educational situation back then was not acceptable for him. He vowed to
work to augment the quality of education, de-politicize the educational sector,
improve the situation of teachers, and bolster women’s participation in the
strategic aspects of education in the county. After one and a half year, however,
he apologized for failing to deliver his promises and, renewing his pledges,
committed to fulfilling them™’.

However, after 1395 and with the beginning of 1396, another year passed, and
besides former challenges, the Afghan education sector faced new challenges
such as insecurity, corruption, lack of equipment, lack of professional teachers,
etc.

Moreover, hundreds of schools were closed in many regions in the country.
Recently, the Independent Human Rights Commission has also announced that
since the past eight months, only 7 out of 318 schools in the center and districts
of Uruzgan province were open and the remaining 311 are closed for security
reasons’’. According to officials in the Afghan Ministry of Education, one
thousand other schools are closed in Ghazni, Kunduz, Zabel, Paktia, Helmand,
Nimroz, Farah, Badghis, and Nangarhar province521.

In the meanwhile, the open schools are facing serious challenges as well, which
are; lack of professional teachers, teaching materials, school building and the
existence of corruption. In many cases, there have been reports of religious
scholars teaching scientific subjects as well as students being deprived of teaching
tools such as books, notebooks, laboratories, etc.

In the commencing ceremony of 1396 educational year, the Second Vice
President Sarwar Danesh said that despite the infusion of billions of dollars in

i S e b YA 8 WY @y Jlub caSe V s I8, 1 oy £y i n (ooll gl

https://da.azadiradio.com/a/28461823. html
s ¢ o8 AYAD e T (i dgaune Olaslidl (o o ol B 51 j0 caal s o+ 51 i < goljf goal, ™

https://da.azadiradio.com/a/28078204. html

10

——
—t



Weekly Analysis/209 www.csrskabul.com

Afghanistan, yet 50% of Afghanistan’s schools did not have standard buildings
which, he says, was a shame for Afghanistan.?

The situation of education in the Taliban-controlled areas

Based on SIGAR’s most recent report, the Afghan government has control only on
65.6% of its territory, and the remaining areas are under Taliban control.
Although the Taliban have closed girls’ schools, boys’ schools are open but under
the supervision of the Taliban.

Several years ago, officials in Kapisa province had said that in insecure districts of
this province a commission is formed by the Taliban to monitor schools and that
the Taliban seriously observe the progress of education. As part of their
supervision, the Taliban have also brought some changes in the curriculum, and in
order to keep these schools open, authorities have accepted it. At that time even
some teachers were happy from this initiative on behalf of the Taliban, but after
some time, the problem revealed itself and the simultaneous management of
schools by the Afghan government and the Taliban in insecure provinces of the
country proved to be challenging.

CSRS has some information in its possession that suggests the Taliban monitors
and manages schools in areas under its control in some of the provinces
(including Maidan Warda, Ghazni, Kunduz, Kapisa, Nangarhar, Kuna, etc.). In some
cases, Taliban’s monitoring, management, and decisions were against those of the
Afghan government, which means more schools are at the risk of getting closed.

One of these problems is the issue delivering teachers’ salaries through banks.
Since last year, the Afghan government has changed the salary delivery system for
teachers and delivers it through banks. Before this, the salaries were delivered by
a certified individual from every school. Although banking mechanism is an
effective effort to prevent corruption, it creates challenges as well. There are no
branches of banks in districts, and every teachers spend a portion of their salaries
to travel to the centers of the provinces.
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The banking mechanism of salary delivery, however, has also caused serious
problems for instance in some Taliban-controlled areas, the Taliban have
prevented teachers from taking their salaries through banks and, therefore, since
the past six months, these teachers have not received their salaries. While most
of the schools are at risk of getting closed and tribal elders from the area have
come to government organs to solve the problem, in this regard, the government
has undertaken no measures. Based on the information in hand, these teachers
have decided to close the schools and do something else for a living, if the
problem was not resolved soon.

According to the information that CSRS has received, the Taliban regularly
monitor the teaching process, teachers’ presence and curriculum in areas under
its control. According to the teachers in these regions, the salary of every teacher
who is absent is deducted by the Taliban’s monitoring representatives. Regarding
curriculum, for instance, the Taliban have removed a subject called “Farhang
(culture)” from the curriculum. This subject was taught in the tenth, eleventh and
twelfth grades. Besides other issues, Farhang included topics such as music,
instruments, musicians and atan [an Afghan traditional dance]. The Taliban has
supplanted the subject with another subject called ‘Islamic Educations’ and have
appointed teachers for it as well.

The end

Contact Us:

Email: info@csrskabul.com - csrskabul@gmail.com

Website: www.csrskabul.com - www.csrskabul.net
Office: (+93) 784089590

Contact with Officials:
Dr. AbdulBagi Amin, General Director of CSRS: (+93) 789316120 abdulbagi123@hotmail.com

Hekmatullah Zaland, Senior Manager: (+93) 775454048 hekmat.zaland@gmail.com

Note: Please let us know your feedback and suggestions for the improvement of Weekly analysis.
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